
We are happy for these images and texts to be included in your own awareness raising activities.  
Credit to The Surrey Communication and Language in Education (SCALES) team (www.lilac-lab.org; @PALS_SCALES 
on twitter) and PaupAnimation (@paupanimation). 
 

 

Me and my best friend had an argument 

last year when we were alone at school.  

Lǘ ǿŀǎ ǎƻ ōŀŘ ǿŜ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ǘŀƭƪ ǘƻ 

each other afterwards. argue about!   

 

I was really angry,  

but told myself to calm down and find a 

way to work it out.  
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I went over to her and said sorry. We 

talked about the argument and then she 

laughed and said what a silly thing it was 

to argue about!   

 

We talked about the argument and then 

she laughed and said what a silly thing it 

was to argue about!   

 

 

Some young people do not develop 

language as expected,  

and may not have the words or complex 

sentences needed to discuss feelings. 
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Our research for the Surrey Communication 

and Language in Education Study (SCALES), 

 

has found that around 7.5% of children 

have such unexplained language difficulties, 

known as Developmental Language 

5ƛǎƻǊŘŜǊ ƻǊ Ψ5[5Ω  
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SCALES has tracked the language 

development of approximately 500 

children with and without DLD from 

Reception class up to Year 8. 

We found that even at school entry, 

teachers reported that children with DLD 

had more symptoms of social, emotional 

and behavioural problems. 

At the end of primary school, when the 

children were aged 11, teachers reported 

children with DLD had poorer mental 

health outcomes 

including higher rates of peer problems, 

conduct problems, attention problems and 

emotional problems. 
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We also found children with DLD had 

more difficulty identifying and explaining 

emotions. 

Quote from child with DLD: When I get 

ǎǘǊŜǎǎŜŘ L ŎŀƴΩǘ ǘŀƭƪΣ ǎƻ ƛǘ ƛǎ ƘŀǊŘ ŦƻǊ 

people to help me. I cry and I want to say 

ǎǘǳŦŦΣ ōǳǘ L Ƨǳǎǘ ŎŀƴΩǘΦ 

 
Language is a fundamental skill for 

academic and social success. Language is 

a fundamental skill for academic and 

social success. 

Children with DLD are therefore more 

likely to leave school with fewer 

qualifications 

and have trouble finding employment 

relative to peers without DLD. 

This has been found in research studies 

around the world; in the UK, US, 

Australia, Canada and countries like 

Singapore where children learn more 

than one language. 
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